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TO; Hon. Dels R. Bouen, H. D. 
Governor, State of I.Tidlana 

FJ50M: Wllllftm T. I>a>-Tit:er, M. D.. 
State Health Comniaaioner 

SUBJECT: Reeponse to >lrB- Patricia Runafelt'a Letter 
pf March 1, 1977 
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The fitaff of the Solid Vaste IlanagtTert Section has oioended 
tcnpldei-aule time and eftort InvestigatinE the coraplalntB and saapline 
surface and groundvater in the area of the Himco Blsposal Bite. Ke 
htflleve that the beat response we can maLe Is to cite a brief history of 
the altjation. 

Tne open dump was Irltially identified nn August 2^, 1971. 
General refuse end pharfnaceutical wastes (aspirin, Bas&tlne) 
were deposited in a swp.mpy areE*" northwaet of the inceteecti 
of County Reed 10 and the Kappanee bypess. 

Several inspections were conducted in 1971 through 1974 to 
bring the cite Into conpliance vrlch current Btancards, 

Cm April, 18, I97A, « leuresentntlve took water samples of 
surface water as well as five of six residential wells fdjacent 
to the lauUiill, The weiie are asid to be shallow driven 
v;ells ranging from 62 feet to 22 feet in depth. Ho reference 
wtiii made of the ssJiltary construction of these wellfi prior to 
sampling. 

On April 25, 1974, we received letters from lir.t. Rnrsfelt and 
three other individuals conceminp odoiouB, cloudy water in 
their private wells. This was cnnfl rmed to ba true. 

Before the water Bample resting WPB completed, our office 
recommended that Mr. Charlee Hiines, the (T-nner and opeTtftor of 
the disposal sire, prtrvlda oadltionel wells for the six affected 
residents. 

Vater eanple results from the A.pril IB, 1974, eampllnj show 
th? shEllov t--ells to be high In chemical orygen cer.and end 
oatigeneae, Surface water was shown to be grossly contamir.sted. 
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7, On Jlsvesber Ik, 197i, three additional wells were sampled 
which vere loceted within one-quarter rnlle from the eltc, 
Tiej' were found to be hl^h In tsanEanese (.60 ppm) centenf, 

S. h'ithin a cvo-wcck period between Kay 2, 197A, end Kay H, 
1974, Mr. Hintea had welle drlU^'d for the alx residents 
adjacent to the landfill: 

a. ICatrer. Visecan - R.R. dP, Bex 379, C.R. «10 
b.- Ansel R. Elwell - R.R, ̂ 6, hox 378, C.R. ."10 
c. Robert B, VThitmer - R.R, f6, Bex .380, C.R. 
d. Rercan Rumsfelt - R.R. 56, Eox 377, C.R. flO 
e. Koble L. Bowers - R.R. H, Box 382, C.R. 5lO 
f. James K. Kolsnoshi - n.R. 56, Box 381, C.R. rflO 

Tlpcse wells were all "152 feet deep or batter throuph a clay 
bariJer which should isolate the r w arjulfor. Two of these 
wells equalled or elightly exceeded the recomendod public 
heclch service drinVting water standard for iron (0.3 ppc and 
0.7 ppm). 

9. Due to the nnor rewlo.rlcal characteristics, en July 2, 197'i, 
our office reouested that the sire ooase operatlor, by Decemher 31, 
1974. This was later extended tc 7iarch 1, 1973, eswi-hich tiim 
only inert aaterlels and calclnm culfaie would be deposited. 

10. On February 18, 1975, a consent Bpieoment was signed by Kr. Charles 
nines, and adopted by the Strenre Follutlcr Control Boaid. by 
September 25, 1975, s new landfill was to have been establisher 
and the old one closed. 

11. Tvatsr Ssa-.iples of the doep wells were arnln ta^'-en ou Kay 16, 
1975, and all six sajr.plee were satisfactory. 

12. Our llearlnp Connissioncr advised ue that the Consent Order 
could be verbally extended until Decemher 1, 1975. Mr. I.'imes 
WRS notified of rhis declFloa, Tne operation was allowed to 
cuntlnue until September 27, 1976, pfndinj; toninp tppeol and ' ' 
new site preparations. i •, 

13. On October 75, 1976, va received a copy of private well water 
sample results frorc the six shallow wells of the above individuals. 
Only Tlarren wieenar'a ne-w deep veil was sampled, rhe-lresults 
were eatlsfactory as in the prex'leut testing. 

14. An inspection on September 17, 1976, revealed that refuse is 
no lonpar deposited at this site. Final cover (two feet), 
5rsding, and seeding, had not been completed. 
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<Je wlLh ̂ (16. Kutcsfelt In that the shallow well vattr la 
oljectlcnsble Lc drink. This opinion le based prlr.arily upon the off 
celor and the odor of the well water. Cherilcal samples indicate a high 
COD and Ttar.ganese content. As a re.nult, Ulnico, Inc., provldpH deep 
wells for these Individuals which no--- supply safe water to their hocieB. 
A sanple of one'deep well was supplied to us on nrfoher 21, 197t,^whlch 
Ipdlcstee that the water is etlll satisfactory. Tne PuTusfelts, tlie 
V'iscmane, the Kolanoskls are nov sutnf; Hlnico, Inc., and acveral other 
individuals to recover previous camapos. Tnelr requests for voter 
sa-tples may be for use as, court evidence in proving ttielt allegations of 
leachate contamination. < 

The City of Elkhart has requested that the U.S. ecological 
Survey conduct en e»rtenslvc ground water sampling proprara at two locations 
within the county. They are concerned whether the Himco Dispcsal snd an | 
Industrial dlepesol eite in the eastern area of the county are causing ; 
groundwater contairiinstion and, if so, how will they affect the municipal 
well. The r.G. Geulogical Survey is scheduled to undertake this project 7 
In the spring. 
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